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211 Wardwell Avenue, 
Westerleigh, Staten Island, ~ 
March 31, 1927. 
Mr. Wood, Numismatic Museum. 

Dear Mr. Wood: When you asked me the other day about 
cowries, I am afraid I gave a rather vague answer, for I had not 
thought of them for years. But, one by one, memories have been 
coming back. Where I saw them in common use was in the open.air 
market at Satara.The venders sat on the ground,with their produce 
heaped on a blanket beside them, and on one corner a little heap 
of cowries. The coins went into a bag. 

The country people behind Satara are very primitive. 

Many of the low castes cannot count above three. When a number 
goes beyond three threes, they have some system which I was never 
able to make out. The smallest coin in use in Satara is the pice, 
aisa, value one-half cent. (In the south they use chukrums; the 
Moslems have dumdi; and Government recognizes the pie, twelve to 
the anna.) The value of the pice is 80 cowries. It is impossible 
for the country people to count thus far; so they use them by 
measure. The smallest measure is what we might call a clutch or 
a fistful, as much as one can take up in the hand, holding it palm 
dowm. That averages about Scowries. Once I received the equivalent 
of oneehalf pice in cowries. The woman, putting her two hands to- 
gether, scooped a double handful from the heap. There should have 
been 40 cowries; as a matter of fact, there were 43, Altho unable 
to count the number, they seem able to estimate the amount with a 


fair degree of accuracy. 


You asked what is the smallest number used. That is the 


palm-down handful, averaging about five, equal to one thirty- 
second part of a cent. The ordinary low caste man has no pantry; 
he buys his food from day to day. The staple food consists of 
flat millet cakes with hot curry. The Indian curry is aliquid, 
hot in both senses; and it is made up fresh every day. It has 
many ingredients, some say forty; and of these some are required 
in very small quantities. It is to purchase these minute measures 
of spices and the like, that the 5 cowrie unit is used. 

All money values are relative; and the 5 cowrie unit 
is not as small as it looks. For country produce is priced very 
low; a great bunch of "spinach" goes for a pice (4% cent); a quart 
of millet for an anna(2 cents); and other things in proportion. 
Cowries are useful also for giving to holy beggars; I saw a woman 
throw two into a man's begging bowl. 

I hope you will pardon my using the type-writer; it 
seemed a good deal to put on note-paper. I fear there was more 
domestic economy than numismatics; but it was necessary for ex- 


planation. Hoping this sheds some light on avery small subject, 
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Miss Lucia C. G. Grieve, 
2il Fardawell 
-Weeterleigh, 


Dear Madam: 
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glad te nat <eRg inde Gat ae ona raeots a | Sleaned 
that you are enjoying Buhlier's tables. 


AV@., 
Staten Island 


Very truly yours, 


OCEAN GROVE, N. J. 
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vat 137-17 Franklin Avenue. \If you prefer.I will 


Let me know or: you could bring it around to my | 
. house and I know both myself and wife would be Be tin 
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eaow Abad... Although I have seen pictures of the 
chuckrum board I have never seen one and we here : 
would be most pleased to receivedone of these. an 
I note that you are about to live in Flushing - 


I also live there not far from where you nil Live - 
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come around and get the bourd sometime when. you | 
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April 21, 1934. 


Miss Lucia C. G. Grieve 
“Mrs. Harry S. Seeley 
143-40 Ash Avenue 
Flushing, N. Y. 


Dear Miss Grieve: 


I am sorry I was unable to 
get around to see you but nearly every evening 
‘for sometime has been filled. I received the 

. night before last the chuckrum board from Mrs. 
Seeley and I am very glad to have this. As 

you know, we have nothing: like it. Again 

thanking, I remain 


Very truly yours, 


\ 
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H¥:JG Curator 


